[Causes of death in nursing homes--a retrospective autopsy study].
Autopsies from 34 fatalities in nursing homes covering a 10-year period (1991-2000) were retrospectively analyzed with regard to criminal investigative issues, causes of death and relevance of the forensic medical findings for the outcome of the criminal investigations. The material consisted of 22 females and 12 males, with the ages ranging from 62 to 102. The allegations to be investigated comprised wrongful death, improper nursing, medical maltreatment, suspicion of poisoning and the causal relationship between falls and the occurrence of death. The manner of death, respectively cause of death encountered included 21 deaths from natural cause (coronary insufficiency, pneumonia), 9 accidental deaths (hypothermia, choking, scalding burns and injuries due to fall) and 4 cases which remained undetermined. In 30 out of 34 cases, the cause of death was unequivocally established. In every case, the medicolegal investigation provided adequate evidence for the legal assessment. Of particular significance was the exclusion of a causal relationship between falls and the occurrence of death. Without exception, all investigations failed to uncover criminal causes for death in this sample.